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Ogygoptynx, the oldest owl on
record, lived in what is now
Colorado about 61 million years
ago, just a few million years after
the nonavian dinosaurs went
extinct about 65 million years ago.

The skeleton of Primoptynx poliotauros is the
oldest fossil of an owl preserved in such a state
of completeness. The discovery provides
unique insights into the lifestyle of the earliest
owls. Unlike modern owls, the large extinct owl
presumably did not kill its prey with its beak
but with its talons, similar to goshawks and
eagles.

48-Million-Year-0Old Fossil Owl Is Almost
Perfectly Preserved

By Laura Geggel published October 23, 2018
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The rocky chank holding the fragite fossilized bones of the anclent owd, next to a quarter for size

comparison. (image credit: john Alexander)


https://www.livescience.com/29231-cretaceous-period.html
https://www.livescience.com/29231-cretaceous-period.html

The largest owl on record is Cuba's
extinct giant owl (Ornimegalonyx),
modeled here at the American
Museum of Natural History's "Cuba!”
exhibition.

Experts aren't sure whether the 3.6-
foot-tall (1.1 meters) owl could fly, but
its powerful, long legs indicate that it
was a gold-medal runner. If it could fly
or glide, it would have been one of the
largest flighted birds the world has
ever known.

Researchers have found
(Ornimegalonyx) remains in Cuban
caves, usually surrounded by the
remnants of the bird's prey, including
sloths and now-extinct rodents known
as hutias.



https://www.livescience.com/27612-sloths.html

Burrowing Owls in the Americas

* The burrowing owl was
formally described by
Spanish naturalist Juan
lgnacio Molina in 1782

from a specimen
collected in Chile.
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Burrowing Owls Were
Recorded
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No, They Are Not Native
o
Cape Coral

(Athene cunicularia
floridana)
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Then the bulldozers came ....
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Who Told the Burrowing Owls About Cape Coral?
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The Lot
Mowers




Florida Fish and Wildlife




Typical burrows




Overgrown Active Burrow




Cape Coral Friends of Wildlife




What is so special about the Burrowing Owl?

Diurnal

Tolerant of humans



Cape Coral, Florida Worlds Largest
Population of the Florida sub-species of
the Burrowing Ow|




Official
City Bird



Out of 171-222 species of owls worldwide, the Burrowing Owl|
is the only one that lives underground in burrows.

22



Burrowing Owl Status

It is endangered in
Canada, Mexico,
and the US in the

states of
Minnesota and
lowa. The
burrowing owl is
designated as a
Species of Special
Concernin
California and is
listed as
threatened in
Florida.




About the Burrowing Owls
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As you most know they are not found in the forest up in a tree but rather in wide open expanses of No th
Central and South America. In most of the range of these birds the population is migratory, but here in Florida
they are year-round residents.






* The burrowing owl is most often
seen on the ground which is pretty
rare for owls. They have very long
legs which again is rare for owls.
These long legs allow them to run
to catch their prey. They have a
wingspan that is over twice thieri
height, which makes them silent
flyers, but they are less efficient
flires that other owls. Their ability
to run has weakened their ability
to fly.




Kodak Moment










Burrowing Owl Food

Brown Anole
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Lunch?
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Eyes
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Black Eyes
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Eve Color Related to Hunting

|

*Yellow eyes point to day-active species, such as burrowing owl.
*Orange eyes indicate that the species is active at dusk and
dawn, such as the Great Horned Owl

*Black eyes are for night-active species, such as Barred Owl

37
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Decoration




Threats to Burrowing Owls

Hawks

Cars

Cats

Loss of Habitat
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Keep Your Cat Indoors

*FelV (Feline Leukemia)

*FIP (Feline Infectious Peritonitis)
*Panleukopenia(Feline Distemper)
*FIV (Feline Immunodeficiency Virus



http://cats.about.com/od/diseasesandconditions/g/Felv-Feline-Leukemia-in-Cats.htm
http://vetmedicine.about.com/od/diseasesandconditions/a/CW-FELV.htm
http://cats.about.com/cs/resources/g/fip.htm
http://vetmedicine.about.com/od/diseasesconditionscat/a/CW-FIP.htm
http://cats.about.com/od/diseasesandconditions/p/panleuk.htm
http://vetmedicine.about.com/od/diseasesconditionscat/a/CW-panleukopenia.htm
http://cats.about.com/od/fiv/p/FIVProfile.htm
http://cats.about.com/cs/healthissues/a/fiv_in_cats.htm

Cat vs bird vs cat

Cats are fantastic predators. It is estimated that
outdoor cats kill around 2.4 billion birds in the
United States alone. A large number of these
victims are killed not for food, but for fun. Cats
are stimulated by the chase and even if not
hungry, they will still kill.




Loss of Habitat




Dispelling Myths
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http://starseeds.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztHvvOrJkyI

Attacks
by Owls




What Can
You Do to
Help?







Starter Burrow
Program

Starter
Burrow

Program

www.capecoralwildlifetrust.org
www.ccfriendsofwildlife.org

How YOU Can Make A Difference




Report

City of Cape Coral




Limit Pesticides & Fertilizers




Rat Poison
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Cape Coral
Friends

of wildlife

Join Cape Coral
Friends of Wildlife




What is CCFW Doing to Help?

* Legislative Activists

* Burrowing Owl Festival

* Butterfly House

* Purple Martin Housing

e Butterfly Garden at Sirenia Vista Park
* Ground Owl Day

* Public Outreach

* Burrow Maintenance

* Adopt an Owl|



Nature of
Cape Coral
Bus Tour







Burrowing Owl Festival

February
24,
2024




CCFW Online Auction

CCFw Online Auctiong

Bidding for Good
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Cape Coral

Burrowing Owls

Don’t Hoot



hopefully
and they N lived happily ever after ...

Photo by Dan Tudor




The End




