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February 2025 Edition

The February 2025 meeting will take place at the
Epiphany Episcopal Church. We look forward to seeing
you there on Tuesday, February 11, starting at 5:45 p.m.
(2507 Del Prado Boulevard S. — Cape Coral).

Sylvia Swartz and Cathy Dunn, Co-Chairs of the March in
the Park Committee, will give a final briefing on our
amazing annual fundraising event. We will also have a
special presentation of the new booklet that The Breeze
articles team has put together — “Cultivating Paradise.”
Come and meet the authors as well as a few other
special guests who will be joining us at our meeting.
Hope to see you there!!

Flowers are like friends ... they bring color

to your world.
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Garden Club of Cape Coral
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January 14, 2025 — General Membership Meeting
The Garden Club held their first meeting of 2025 on Tuesday, January 14th. We had a wonderful
turnout along with two amazing guest speakers. Nine new members joined the club in January. We
would like to extend a warm welcome to Sue Merrill, Julia Johns, Barb Van Dusen, Victoria Sanders,
Reina Diaz, Claudia Holt, Marie Barrett, Linda Liberty, and Linda Blackwell. We also had 9 guests in
attendance for a total of 83 people!!

Dr. Joyce Fassbender, an instructor at FGCU, gave an amazing pollinator talk. She works to help the
students, as well as the community, understand the importance of maintaining insect abundance in
increasingly threatened habitats as well as the important role native plant gardens play in insect
conservation. She is the best entomologist in the area.

Marlene Rodak, the President of the Coccoloba Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society, also
attended the meeting and answered some questions about native plants along with handing out
quite a few plants to our members.
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Garden Club of Cape Coral

Floral Design Presentation - Table for Two
Kathy Woodlock

Kathy Woodlock announced at
the meeting that the 2025 Fort
Myers-Lee County Garden
Council Flower Show will be
taking place on April4 and 5, . ! ,
2025. The theme will be Ay T £ \ ) NGC Sample
Dreaming in an English Country ' '
Garden. The flower show is in
honor of Sylvia Swartz, the
President of Fort Myers-Lee
County Garden Council, who is
originally from England. Kathy
discussed the various design
classes. She also displayed one
— An Afternoon Tea Table for Two
—with the assistance of Tanya
Rowland. Kathy also encouraged
our club members to participate
by bringing in specimens for the
horticulture division.

The Breeze

Articles Booklet - CULTIVATING
Cultivating Paradise t  PARADISE

The Breeze Articles Committee writers have been working Collection of Gardening Articles
hard over the last few months to put together a special

booklet, Cultivating Paradise, that contains a compilation

of articles that have been published in 7he Breeze over the

years and will be dedicated to two of our members, Joyce

Comingore and Jean Shields. For this reason, we are

having a very special event at the February membership

meeting that you do not want to miss. If you are

mterested in purchasing a booklet, the cost will be $15.

PAGE 3




Garden Club of Cape Coral

CUPS OF CHEER

Cups of Cheer
Wednesday, February 5 and
Thursday, February 6

The Cups of Cheer Committee
members got together on
Wednesday, February 5th at Chandra
Girdhari’s farm to prepare for their
visit to Atrium at Liberty Park
assisted living facility on Thursday,
February 6th.

Pictured to the right - the Cups of
Cheer Committee members on
February 5th having a great time
preparing for the special delivery of
flowers on Thursday.

Atrium at Liberty Park- February 6

The Cups of Cheers volunteers and the residents had a wonderful
time making beautiful Valentine’s Day flower arrangements.
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CUPS OF CHEER

Atrium at Liberty Park-
February 6 (continued)

The Cups of Cheers
volunteers and the
residents had a wonderful
time making beautiful

Valentine’s Day flower
arrangements. The next
event will take place on May
8 justintimeto celbrate
Mother’s Day with the
residents.

ANNUAL PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION
The Garden Club is seeking photos for consideration for our annual photography competition.
This is a fun way for gardeners to share memorable flowers, gardens, landscapes, etc. The
I winning photo will appear on the cover of our annual Membership Directory and the Cape
Coral Garden Club Facebook page.

I -Competition is open to all active members of the Garden Club I
-Photos must be taken during the November 1, 2024, to March 31, 2025, time period.

» -Photos must be taken within the State of Florida, preferably our gardening zone (Zone 10). =

I -Photos should include both the scientific (Latin) and the common name of the flower, tree, I

cactus, etc.

u -There will be a 2-photo limit on the number of photos submitted by each participant. =

I -Photos should be sent in jpg format, capable of being resized. I
-Submissions are to be sent to Joanne Kishfy no later than March 31, 2025.

n -Photos will be sent to the judges and de-identified to prevent bias. ) -

I -The winner will be announced at the May Garden Club meeting. Qe g I

L | L | | n I | L | | | | | I | L | || | | | J
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MARCH IN THE PARK

March in the Park, our annual fundraising
event, will take place on Saturday,
March 8, 2025, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

We have a new location this year — Rotary
Park!! We still need members to help with
this event. Look for the sign-up sheets at our
general membership meetings. We will also
be sending out emails over the next few
weeks to help fill any open timeslots for the
activities that take place both before and on
the day of this event as well as information
about in-kind donations. The “green flyers”
will be available at our meetings so grab a few
and spread the news about this amazing
event!!

The Thrift Booth will be collecting
garden-related items for March in the Park.
Below is the current schedule. Please contact

Debbie Cooper if you have any questions
(Debbie’s information is in the Membership
Directory).

There will be two more drop off dates at Al
storage located at 4432 Chiquita Boulevard
from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Thursday — February 13th
Thursday — February 20th

The cutoff date for submitting the plant lists to
Colleen Carty is February 19th. We encourage
our members to donate in some way — whether
through purchasing plants from alocal box
store or nursery or by providing lunch money
for our young volunteers who will be helping at
MIP. If you have any questions, please contact
Colleen Carty, Sylvia Swartz or
Cathy Dunn.
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Garden Club of Cape Coral
presents its 17th Annual

March In The Park

A Juried Plant Sale

Saturday, March 8, 2025
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Rotary Park

LARGE VARIETY OF PLANTS FOR SALE
Local Vendors, Plants & more, Garden Art,
Thrifty Treasures. Opportunity drawings,
Food & Kids booths
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5505 Rose Garden Road, Cape Coral, FI 33914
For more info: Ginny Huffer (239) 257-2654
Garden Club, PO Box 152022, Cape Coral, FI 33915
www.gardenclubofcapecoral.com
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» HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR MEMBERS
” g * CELEBRATING IN FEBRUARY
IRTHDA‘Y
Barbara Cohen — February 2 Lynne Viacava - February 14
Pam Dawson — February 4 Carol Mainwaring — February 14
Frank Hurford - February 8 Joanne Kishfy — February 19
Kay Davis — February 13 Sue Cetnor — February 23
=

*IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT**
GARDEN CLUB MEMBERSHIP DUES

A friendly reminder that the club’s annual dues are due. Please make your check made =
= payable to: Garden Club of Cape Coral. Terry Fisher, our Membership Chair, will =
= be at the February and March meetings to collect payment. Payment must be received =
= by April 1st to qualify to be a district member and to include your picture in the new »
membership directory. If you are not able to attend a meeting, please mail your check 5
to:

IIIIIIII.

Garden Club of Cape Coral
Attention: Membership Chair
PO Box 152022

Cape Coral, FL 33915

Rates for 2024-2025 dues are as follows:

$30 individuals

$45 couples

NEW COMMITTEE - STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE

At the request of some of our members, we are forming a new committee — the Strategic
Planning Committee. We have someone who is volunteering to lead this endeavor who has
experience in this area. As our Garden Club continues to grow, we would like a committee
of five to seven members to help establish a mission statement, set overall goals, and
develop a plan to achieve those goals. Please contact Donna Schmidt if you have any

questions or are interested in joining this committee.
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Rotary Park - Wild Edibles Walk —

February 12, 2025

Learn how to identify edible plants in the

wild and how to incorporate them into
your landscaping.
The cost is just $10 per person.
For more information and to register, call
239-549-4606 to reserve your spot.

Rotary Park — Butterfly Garden Design — March 14, 2025
Learn all about butterflies found in this area and what
plants & flowers are best to attract them. Please bring

pictures or drawings of your yard so the design expert can

help you create a butterfly-friendly landscape of your own.

Tour the butterfly house and gardens as part of this class,
too. $15 per household. Pre-registration is required. For
more information and to reserve your spot,
call 239-549-4606.

I

DIX FLOWER SHOWS SPRING 2025 !

The James E. Hendry Chapter of the AHS
Invites you to our
72nd Annual Hibiscus Show and Sale

y

Saturday, March 1, 2025

Feb 13, “It's a small world" Petite Standard Flower Show, DIX Judges Council, FMLCGC
March 14-15, “Lights, Camera, Action” Standard flower show, Naples GC, Naples Botanical Gardens
March 18, Strolling Flower Show, FM-LCGC, Sydney & Berne Davis Art Center

March 21, “Flashback” Small Standard Flower Show, Gulf Coast GC, Bonita Springs
March 25, “Celebrate America” Standard Flower Show, Punta Gorda GC, Isles Yacht Club, PG
April 4, “Dreaming in an English garden” Standard Flower Show, at FMLCGC

*
23rd Annual

Burrowing Owl Festival

Wildlife and Environmental Expo

Saturday, February 22, 2025
10am - Lpm

$5 Suggested Donation for ages 12+

Rotary Park EpE
5505 Rose Garden Road ff’- 3
Cape Coral, FL o]

www.ccfriendsofwildlife.org .

Covenant Presbyterian Church
2439 McGregor Boulevard
Fort Myers, Florida

Hibiscus Show and Plant Sale

600 Tropical Hybrid Hibiscus Plants Available!

$20 per plant
All credit cards accepted - Free Admission and Ample Parking
Show open to the Public 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Plant Sale 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm (or sold out)
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SAVE THE DATES

Below is a list of dates to add to your calendar for Garden Club events and meetings
now through May 2025

*Monthly GCCC Meeting - February 11
*Design Group - February 17
*GCCC Picnic at Berne Davis Botanical Gardens - February 21
*Ways & Means Committee Meeting - Monday, March 3
*March in the Park - March 8
*Monthly GCCC Meeting - March 11
*Garden Council Meeting - March 14
*Garden Walk and New Members Tea - March 15
*Design Group - March 17
*Fun with Flowers - March 21 (evening session)
*Butterfly Garden Open House and Tours - April 5
*Monthly GCCC Meeting - April 8 (Marty Ward Merit Award Presentations)
*Design Group - April 21
*GCCC Trip to Conservancy of Southwest Florida - April 24
*Fun with Flowers - May 2 (evening session)
*Cups of Cheer - May 8
*Garden Council Meeting - May 9
*Monthly GCCC Meeting - May 13
*District IX Meeting - May 21

Our Garden Club has been asked to host the
FFGC'’s District IX Spring Meeting. Susan
Lawson is the Director of District IX and is

also a member of our amazing Garden Club.
We will be inviting members of the other
clubs in District IX to join us for this event

that will take place on Wednesday, May 21st.

A continental breakfast as well as lunch will
be served. There will be a guest speaker,

and we will also have a photo contest for all
the clubs to participate in. Our Arts and
Crafts Committee will be making the table

centerpieces. Other members will be making
desserts or help with organizing the materials
for this event. We will have sign-up sheets at
our meetings now through April and we will
have planning meetings over the next few
months. Donna Schmidt and Patty Lyon are
co-chairs for this event. Additional
information will be sent out via email.

FFGC DISTRICT IX
SPRING 2025 MEETING

SAVE THE DATE
Wednesday, May 21, 2025

Riverside Community Center
Fort Myers, FL

WELCOME TO PARADISE

Cape
oot [

i~

Hosted by
The Garden Club of Cape Coral

| DISTRICT IX MEETING - MAY 21,2025 |



Garden Club of Cape Coral

JANUARY TRIP TO FGCU FOOD FOREST

TRIP TO FGCU FOOD
FOREST
JANUARY 10, 2025

A few of our Garden Club
members took a trip to see
the food forest at Florida Gulf
Coast University. Itwas a
little chilly that day, but
everyone bundled up to
explore the forest. The food
forest is run by students for
students, but the garden is
open to the community for
free sunrise to sunset.
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FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM!!

For more information about our Garden Club and other garden clubs and organizations
in our area, please check out the following Facebook pages. We have over 1.2K followers
on our Garden Club page. Please take the time to like and follow our page. We also have
an Instagram page — capecoralgarden. If you are on Facebook, Ann Block, our
administrator, posts daily with pictures about our Garden Club and other useful
information.
Garden Club of Cape Coral
Fort Myers-Lee County Garden Council, Inc.
District IX FFGC
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs
UF IFAS Ext — Lee County
Rotary Park
Edison and Ford Winter Estates

L

We have two special events taking place in February and March. The February event s a
picnic that will be held at the Berne Davis Botanical Gardens at the Fort Myers-Lee County
I Council on Friday, February 21, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. We are asking everyone to bring an
I appetizer, side dish or a dessert to share. We will also be playing games!! I
The March special event is our annual Garden Walk and New Members Tea. This will be
I taking place on Saturday, March 15. If you would like to be a part of the Garden Walk and
I showcase your home gardens, please contact Beverly Nugent (her information is in the I
Membership Directory). We will start the garden tours in the early afternoon and then I
have the new member tea at the home of Beverly and John Nugent immediately following I
the tours. If you have been to this event in the past, it is a wonderful way to see what
other members have growing in their gardens. It is also another way to meet other
members in our Garden Club.
Look for the sign-up sheets at the February 11 meeting. Please contact Terry Fisher if you
have any questions or would like to help with organizing this event.
Hope to see you there!!!

I
: l Dpeial Guintsss 1
' ‘ I

-
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UF/IFAS EXTENSION

The UF/IFAS Extension is a great site to follow online (Lee County - University of Florida, Institute of Food
and Agricultural Sciences - UF/IFAS) or via Facebook (UF IFAS Ext — Lee County). Their mission is to respond
to Lee County issues and needs through customized education and training in natural resources and
agriculture, horticulture, 4-H youth development, marine education, Florida yards and neighborhoods, and
family and consumer sciences. The Master Gardener program is offered through the extension. Here are
some helpful tips and information about events that are being offered over the next couple of months.

AON ’7/" L/ 'tv

N2 AN

LEE COUNTY MASTER GARDENER VOLUNTEERS
2025 SPRING GARDEN SERIES

Join the Lee County Master Gardener Volunteers for our spring gardening presentations.
You will learn gardening tips from knowledgeable presenters to help you increase success with your
current garden, ease your work with landscape maintenance, while being Florida Friendly!
These FREE programs will be held at various locations throughout Lee County.

<A

.
|

4

DATE TIME SEMINAR LOCATION

| North Fort Myers Rec Center
| Vermicomposting & Worm Bin Workshop 2000 North Recreation Pkwy
| North Fort Myers, FL 33903
. +

| Fort Myers Regional Library

Saturday 10:00 am
01/25/25 11:30 am

| South Building of the Campus
| How to Start a Backyard Revolution 1651 Lee Street

Meeting Room ABCD

Fort Myers, FL 33901

11:00 a.m
12:30 p.m

|
Veteran's Park & Rec Center
Saturday 10:00 | Florida-Friendly Landscaping e
S s 1.9 s 55 Homestead Road
2122125 11:30 am | @ Principles
| South Lehigh Acres

|
| Cultivate Your Green Passion. . How to Join | Lakes Regional Public Library

Frnday 11:00am. | 2 2 . el
03/14/2¢ 12:30 p.m | the Master Gardener Volunteer program 15290 Bass Road
/14/25 2:30 p.r | , :

% | in Lee County Fort Myers, Fl. 33919

reation Center

1
Saturday 10:00 a.m | Florida-Friendly Landscaping
2es 4 s ‘ Brads oy P IPINg screw Palms Bivd

03/22/25 11:30 am. |9 Principles

. .
’G" denin l‘ with Bees Wa-Xe Hatchee Recreation Center
!v“.c..r!. ¢ they pollinate our food and 16760 Bass Road

yH._'-ul ort _.--,n??'i

Saturday 10:00 a.m

04/05/25 11:30 am

b . - - - = s
Bonita Springs Pu

owering Shrubs for Southwest Florida 10560 Reynolds Street

Bonita Springs, FL 34135

12:30 p.m

11:00 a.m 1
Dl

FOLLOW LEE COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE &
REGISTER FOR FREE CLASSES ON EVENTBRITE HERE

UF IFAS Fatension

KD
i
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Message from the President

Our Garden Club is continuing to grow in so many ways! At our January membership meeting,
we had a total of 83 people in attendance — 66 members, 8 guests, and 9 new members!! We
have so many exciting activities and events planned over the next several months. If you are not
already involved with a committee, please reach out to me or one of the other board or
committee members if you have any questions.

We are off to a great start planning for our annual fundraising event — March in the Park —
which will take place at Rotary Park on March 8th. I encourage all members to become
involved with this amazing event. We realize that not everyone can be available the day of, but
there are so many other things you can get involved with over the next month — yes it is only
one month away!! The proceeds of this event will go towards the scholarships that are awarded
to local high school seniors.

Please take pictures when you are working in one of our gardens, at a committee meeting, or on
a special trip. Send them along to me for the newsletter and to Ann Block for our Facebook
page and include a brief description as well.

As 1 often say, “Thank you for all you do!! We would not be able to keep this club going
without your time, energy, and support!”

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or suggestions.

Warm wishes for a happy Valentine’s Day. I hope you celebrate by doing all the things
you love...

Donna Schmidt

\ 7N
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