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Garden Club of Cape Coral

Holiday Party — December 10, 2024
The Garden Club’s annual Holiday Party took place on Tuesday, December 10th at the
Epiphany Episcopal Church. We had a wonderful turnout to celebrate the holidays
together. Many thanks to the Holiday Party Committee for organizing this special
evening!!! Additional pictures of the Holiday Party were previously posted in the
December 2024 Holiday Edition of the newsletter.

A few of the entries for the centerpiece and
dessert contests.

And the winners are...

Joanne Kishfy for the most beautiful
centerpiece.

Paula Plum for the most delicious dessert.

The winners each won a $25 gift card.
Congratulations!!

OH WHAT
FUNG.

Our
members
had a
wonderful
time getting
together to
celebrate
the
holidays!!
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Garden Club of Cape Coral

Club Service Award 2024
At the end of the year, the Garden Club of Cape Coral takes time to celebrate one of its members. The Garden
Club awarded the 12th Club Service Award on Tuesday, December 10th to recognize an outstanding member
who has gone above and beyond the responsibilities of regular club membership.
This year, the honor goes to Terry Fisher!!

Terry has been the second Vice President in charge of membership since 2021, as she agreed to serve two

terms. As membership chair, she collected member information and created a spreadsheet showing what

each member has been involved in since joining the club. She updates the membership brochure and has

incorporated our membership application form into the brochure.

Below is a list of Terry’s accomplishments:

e Instrumental in organizing the acquisition of the Heron statue as a memorial for Jean Shields which
stands in the garden at the Historical Museum.

e \Volunteered in the Rose Garden and was especially appreciated after Hurricane Irma for helping to put
the Rose Garden back together.

e Raised hundreds of plants to sell at March in the Park. She came up with the idea to add dish gardens
as one of the items we sell at this event.

e Events Chair this year planning our monthly trips. She is great at creating quizzes we use to have fun

e Taught a class at her home about growing desert roses and did a presentation to the Friends of the
Library last month on how to mount a staghorn fern.

These are just a few of the ways Terry has contributed to the Garden Club of Cape Coral. You will find her
everywhere! Bottom line....she is a person who never says NO.

Congratulations Terry!!!
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Garden Club of Cape Coral

] FLORAL DESIGN GROUP - NOVEMBER 18, 2024

. The Floral Design Group met on Monday, November 18th at Sylvia Schwartz’s
home. The design that the group worked on was a Mass Design which is going
to be one of the classes in the upcoming council show. It is something you
may be familiar with since it is a typical FTD display. The members each
created their own beautiful arrangements.

The next meeting for the Floral Design Group will be Monday, January 20th.
An email will be sent to our members with details regarding this event.

Garden Club members in photo are Cathy Dunn,
Jeannine Delaat, Nancy Finnegan, and Susan Lawson

CRAFT — FEBRUARY 11 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Members of the Garden Club’s Arts and Crafts Committee
have put together a craft to work on together with our
members at the February 11th general membership meeting.
We will be making a pinecone owl! The cost of the craft will
be $5.00, the proceeds of which will be donated to the
scholarship funds. A sign-up sheet will be at the meeting on
January 14. We will also be sending out an email to our
members with additional details if you are interested in
participating in this adorable craft.

FYI...the annual Cape Coral Burrowing Owl Festival takes
place on Saturday, February 22nd at Rotary Park.
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Garden Club of Cape Coral

SAVE THE DATES

Below is a list of dates to add to your calendar for Garden Club events
and meetings now through May 2025

*Garden Council Meeting - Friday, January 10
*Trip to FGCU Garden - Friday, January 10
*Cape Coral Art Festival - January 11 and 12
*Monthly GCCC Meeting - January 14
*Design Group - January 20
*Ways & Means Committee Meeting - Monday, February 3
*Cups of Cheer - February 6
*Monthly GCCC Meeting - February 11
*Design Group - February 17
*GCCC Picnic at Berne Davis Botanical Gardens - February 21
*Ways & Means Committee Meeting - Monday, March 3
*March in the Park - March 8
*Monthly GCCC Meeting - March 11
*Garden Council Meeting - March 14
*Garden Walk and New Members Tea - March 15
*Design Group - March 17
*Fun with Flowers - March 21 (evening session)
*Butterfly Garden Open House and Tours - April 5
*Monthly GCCC Meeting - April 8 (Marty Ward Merit
Award Presentations)
*Design Group - April 21
*GCCC Trip to Conservancy of Southwest Florida - April 24
*Fun with Flowers - May 2 (evening session)
*Garden Council Meeting - May 9
*Monthly GCCC Meeting - May 13
*District IX Meeting - May 21
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Garden Club of Cape Coral

MARCH IN THE PARK

March in the Park, our annual
fundraising event, will take place on
Saturday, March 8, 2025, from
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. We have a new
location this year — Rotary Park!! We
still need members to help with this
event. Look for the sign-up sheets at
our general membership meetings. We
will also be sending out emails over the

next few weeks to help fill any open -
timeslots for the activities that take
place both before and on the day of
this event as well as information about
in-kind donations. The “green flyers”
will be available at our meetings so
grab a few and spread the news about
this amazing event!! '

The Thrift Booth will be collecting
garden-related items for March in the Park.
Below is the current schedule. Please contact

Debbie Cooper if you have any questions
(Debbie’s information is in the Membership
Directory).

There will be 3 more drop off dates at A1
storage located at 4432 Chiquita Boulevard
from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Tuesday — January 28th
Thursday - February 13th
Thursday — February 20th

*Note: The January 21stdate has been
canceled.

Garden Club of Cape Coral
presents its 17th Annual

March In The Park

A Juried Plant Sale

Saturday, March 8, 2025
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Rotary Park

LARGE VARIETY OF PLANTS FOR SALE
Local Vendors, Plants & more, Garden Art,
Thrifty Treasures. Opportunity drawings,
Food & Kids booths

Rotary Park
5505 Rose Garden Road, Cape Coral, Fl 33914

For more info: Ginny Huffer (239) 257-2654
Garden Club, PO Box 152022, Cape Coral, FI 33915
www.gardenclubofcapecoral.com
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Garden Club of Cape Coral

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR MEMBERS
CELEBRATING IN JANUARY

Sylvia Swartz — January 1
Diane Henning — January 3
Terry Fisher — January 8
Charlene Anderson —January 17
Louis Stieffel — January 29

p ¥
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Arts and Crafts Committee

Seashell Flower Art Class

On November 18, 2024, a few of our garden club members got together to make flowers out of
seashells. Joanne Kishfy, who has been making beautiful seashell flower arrangements for years,
showed us how to create our own. It was so much fun!! The cost of the class was $10 which
included all of the supplies. The proceeds from the class goes to the scholarship fund. The Garden
Club will be hosting another workshop in the very near future.

e
WINE CORKS AND SEASHELLS
Debbie Cooper is in need of the following items — wine corks and seashells. The seashells
do not need be perfect ... she would prefer them to be in broken pieces. If you have these
items taking up space in your house, please bring them to the January meeting or contact
Debbie Cooper (her contact information is in the Membership Directory).
Thank you!!!
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Garden Club of Cape Coral
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ROTARY PARK EVENTS

w

Free Gardening Series:

A POTAGER

FRIDAY, JANUARY 24TH

10 AM - 11 AM

BENEFITS OF

Benefits of a Potager — January 24, 2025
Join us for our free gardening series with the Lee County
Master Gardeners at Rotary Park. Learn how to
successfully grow herbs, veggies, and ornamentals in a
small, happy space known in France as a potager
Speaker: Sandy Salzman, Lee County Master Gardener
Volunteers.
For more information and to register, call
239-549-4606

WILD

" EDIBLES

WALK

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12

o Wild Edibles Walk — February 12, 2025
Learn how to identify edible plants in the wild and how
to incorporate them into your landscaping.
The cost is just $10 per person.
For more information and to register, call 239-549-4606
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Paula Plum is the chair of the Blue
Star Memorial Committee.

If you have never been to Eco Park,
this is a peaceful place to spend
some time to reflect on those who
have served our country.

Pictured are Cheryl Shaw and
Paula Plum.

PAGE 8

BLUE STAR MEMORIAL

The Garden Club of Cape Coral
maintains the Blue Star Memorial that
is located at the Eco Park near
Veterans Parkway. The Blue Star
memorials are a way to honor the
United States armed forces.



Garden Club of Cape Coral

‘November 2024 General Membership Meeting

November 12th. SyIV|a Swartz gave a slide show presentation on “"This is Your Garden Club.”
~ The slide show shared information about how our Garden Club fits in the National, Regional,
I State and Local frameworks and explains our mission as a garden club and charitable

I The November 2024 general membershlp meeting took place on Tuesday, 218

organization. Cathy Dunn gave a horticulture presentation on the Sansevieria plant.

November 2024 Meeting

presented a slide show - This is Your Garden Club.

I 4 2, o : Cathy Dunn gave a presentation on the Sansevieria plant. Sylvia Swartz

| S———

CUPS OF CHEER
Cups of Cheer committee members have the dates and time set for our next Cups of Cheer program. It will be
a Valentine’s Day theme, held on Thursday, February 6th from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Atrium at
Liberty Park, 1321 NE 24th Avenue in Cape Coral. The Committee members will meet the day before,
Wednesday, February 5th at Garden Club member Chandra Girdhari's farm between 10:30 and 11:45 a.m. to
prepare all our necessary preprogramming needs. Please bring a pair of floral scissors or pruning snips with
you on both days. All other supplies needed will be provided. The team will work in groups to complete
prepping cups and flowers for the next day's visit at Atrium, taking 1 to 2 hours. Cheryl Cooper, Life
Enrichment Coordinator at the Atrium, has informed us that there will be close to 15 residents participating in
the Valentine’s Day program!!

Co-Chairs,
Linda Spadaccini and Peggy Cruz
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Garden Club of Cape Coral

Edison - Ford Winter Estates
2350 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers FL 33901
Website: EdisonFord.org

Check Website for registration details
January 11 - Cycads, Living Dinosaurs
January 21 - Intro to FL Gardening Pt. 1
January 25 - Intro to FL Gardening Pt. 2
February 8-9 — Spring Garden Festival

Saturday at 10AM — 12PM
Garden Talk - Amazing

Public - Event by Edison and Ford Winter
Estates

February 18 — Tropical Rose Gardening
Cycads February 22 — Gardening Class — Palm Reading

Tuesday, January 21, 2025 at 1:30PM —

3:30PM

Estates

DISTRICT IX SPRING MEETING — MAY 21

Our Garden Club has been asked to host the
FFGC's District IX Spring Meeting. Susan
Lawson is the Director of District IX and is

also a member of our amazing Garden Club.
We will be inviting members of the other
clubs in District IX to join us for this event

that will take place on Wednesday, May 21st.

A continental breakfast as well as lunch will
be served. There will be a guest speaker,

and we will also have a photo contest for all
the clubs to participate in. Our Arts and
Crafts Committee will be making the table

centerpieces. Other members will be making
desserts or help with organizing the materials
for this event. We will have sign-up sheets at
our meetings now through April and we will
have planning meetings over the next few
months. Donna Schmidt and Patty Lyon are
co-chairs for this event. Additional
information will be sent out via email.
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FFGC DISTRICT IX
SPRING 2025 MEETING

SAVE THE DATE
Wednesday, May 21, 2025

Riverside Community Center
Fort Myers, FL

&
@

WELCOME TO PARADISE

otCape ¢,

Hosted by
The Garden Club of Cape Coral

Gardening Class: Intro to
Florida Gardening — Part |

Public - Event by Edison and Ford Winter




Garden Club of Cape Coral

o

Butterfly Farm
Nurs\ery and
\ JLLC

The Garden Club took a trip to this amazing farm and nursery located in
North Fort Myers. The owners are a family-owned business. Additional
information can be found on their Facebook and Instragram pages. The
group then went to Blossom & Brie for brunch. It was a wonderful day!!

Trip to Christian’s Butterfly Nursery and Garden
November 16, 2024

ANNUAL PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION
The Garden Club is seeking photos for consideration for our annual photography competition.
This is a fun way for gardeners to share memorable flowers, gardens, landscapes, etc. The I
winning photo will appear on the cover of our annual Membership Directory and the Cape I
Coral Garden Club Facebook page. I

-Competition is open to all active members of the Garden Club I
-Photos must be taken during the November 1, 2024, to March 31, 2025, time period.
-Photos must be taken within the State of Florida, preferably our gardening zone (Zone 10).
-Photos should include both the scientific (Latin) and the common name of the flower, tree, I

cactus, etc.
-There will be a 2-photo limit on the number of photos submitted by each participant. I
-Photos should be sent in jpg format, capable of being resized. I
-Submissions are to be sent to Joanne Kishfy no later than March 31, 2025.
-Photos will be sent to the judges and de-identified to prevent bias. I
-The winner will be announced at the May Garden Club meeting. I

I ]
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Garden Club of Cape Coral

| OTHER GARDEN CLUB EVENTS |

Fort Myers-Lee County Garden Council Calendar of Events

January to May 2025 Calendar

Toes Jan 21 & Feb 16, 10to 1
CONCERT, SW Florida Fiddiers
Bema Davs Gardens - Gazebo
FMLC Garoen Counc

Jan22 §30102
Horticulture Basics Class

$25. Regster Punta Gorda GC Web: pgge writing o

701 Aqui Esta Dr Punta Gorda

Thur Feb 13, Standard Pefite Flower Show “It's a
Small World: FMLC Garden Council District X
Judges Councl, FFGC

FriFeb 14,1603

"Mard Gras" FMLCGC Social
RSVP Susan Lawson 9414790615
FLMC Garden Counci

Tues Feb 18.10to |

CONCERT, SW Florida Fiddlers
Beme Davis Gardens - Gazebo
FMLC Garden Council

Feb 16, 7:15 am departs Garden Counci

Bus Trip: Vizeaya MuseumiGardens The

Poinciana Garden Club
$56. Call 233-0%-8147 to register

FiiFeo 28, 10103
Geting Craft wih Neture $40

Register. Punta Goeda GC Web: pgge writing to 701

Aqui Esta Dr Punta Gorda

Sat Mar 1, 1103

Annual Hibiscus Soclety Show & Sale
Covenant Presbylerian Church,

2430 MeGregor Blvd, Fort Myers

SafMar1 8%l

Plant & Treasure (Yard) Sale The
Poinciana GC

FMLC Garden Council

SatMari 10102

Plant Sale by Gulf Coast GC
Bonita Springs Historical Society
27451 OKd 41 Rd, Bonita Springs

Saf Mar8 9103
March in the Park, GC of Cape Coral
Rotary Park 5505 Rose Garden Rd,,
Cape Coral

Mar8 9% 1

Annual PlantBake Sale & Strawberry Shortcake Festival
Ala GC

Al United Methodist Charch

21440 Peart 8t A

FriMar 14 & Sat Mar 15,9106

Standard Flower Show “Lights, Camera. Action” Naples
Garden Club

Naples Botarical Gardens

Tues Mar 18, 100 4

Strolling Flower Show

Sidney & Bame Davis An Center
Downdown Fort Myars

Tues Mar 18, 10101

Concert, SW Florida Fiddiers
Bame Davis Gardens - Gazebo
FMLC Garden Council

FdMar21, 110 4:16, Sat Mer 22, 010 3 Small
Standard Flower Show

Guf Coast GC

Bonta Springs Publc Lirary

10660 Reynelds St, Banda Spangs

Frifp4 SatAp§

Standard Flower Show

“Dreaming in an English Country Garden” FMLC
Garden Councl

SatAp 19 8401

Annual Auction & "All Things Bonsal" Bonsal
Socidy of SWFL

FMLC Garden Coundl

Ap 25 1PM

FMLC Spring Social

RSVP Susan Lawson B41-070-0815
FMLC Garden Councl

May 10 1-3PM
Mothers' Day Celebration
Bermne Davis Gardens

Every Tueeday and Sunday 1o 1
Native Plant Sale

The Coocoloba Chepter of the
Florda Native Plant Socety River
Qaks Presenve

9641 Broadway Ave E, Estero

The James E. Hendry Chapter of the AHS
Invites you to our
72nd Annual Hibiscus Show and Sale

Saturday, March 1, 2025
Covenant Presbyterian Church
2439 McGregor Boulevard
Fort Myers, Florida

Hibiscus Show and Plant Sale

600 Tropical Hybrid Hibiscus Plants Available!

$20 per plant
All credit cards accepted - Free Admission and Ample Parking
Show open to the Public 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Plant Sale 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm (or sold out)

BUS TrIP T0 VIZCaya MUSEUM § GarDens
IN Miami

Feb 19,2025 Register now
Departs Berne Davis Gardens 7:15 AM
Leaves Vizacay at 4:30 PM
Fee $95 includes admission & bus trip
Call Sandy for details 239-994-8147
The Poinciana Garden Club EVENT!
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For more information about these and other
garden club events in our area, please follow
these Facebook pages
- Garden Club of Cape Coral
- Fort Myers-Lee County Garden Council, Inc.
- District IX FFGC




Garden Club of Cape Coral

Message from the President

Happy New Year! | hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season with family and
friends. And | hope everyone is staying warm with the cold temperatures we have
been experiencing the last few days.

| want to extend a warm welcome to all our new members in the Garden Club. Feel
free to reach out to me or any one of our Board Members or Committee Chairs if you
have a question about activities you would like to participate in.

We are off to a great start planning for our annual fundraising event — March in the
Park — which will take place at Rotary Park on March 8th. | encourage all members to
become involved with this amazing event. We realize that not everyone can be
available the day of, but there are so many other things you can get involved with over
the next few months.

As you can see from the SAVE THE DATES list, we have a lot of meetings and
activities planned through the end of May. | encourage you to add these events to
your calendar ... you don’t want to miss out!! The Board members and the Committee
Chairs have been working hard the last few months ... guest speakers for our monthly
meetings, group trips, Fun with Flowers, Cups of Cheer, craft sessions, The Breeze
articles, Photo Contest, the Butterfly Garden, Sands Park, the Rose Garden. ... the list
goes on. Most of the dates and events are also listed in the Membership Directory.

The Membership Directory is a great source of information. If you do not have a copy,
please let me know. | don’t leave home without it!!

| encourage all of you to take pictures when you are working in one of our gardens, at
a committee meeting, or on a special trip. Please send them to me for the newsletter
along with a brief description.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or suggestions.
Donna Schmidt

appiness, and success
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