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‘DEBBIE CADPER-FHIMANN

Debbie was cruelly taken from us on Sunday, Sept. 28. She was born in
St. Louis, MO in 1951 and graduated from Riverview Garden High School
in 1970. She moved to Florida when she was 20 as a salesperson for

Banana Boat.
She and Ken married in 2017 on the

beach in Boca Grande, FL. and they
lived in what was previously Deb’s
mother’s home on Sunnybrook
Court — a perfect address for the
sunny-natured Deb. She was a
B much-loved member of that
= neighborhood and very involved in
= all the neighborhood activities,
many of which she organized
herself.

She was a very active member of our club right from when she first
joined us in 2016 - immediately following March in the Park where we first
met her. Deb turned our thrift efforts around; she helped organize several
Holiday parties; it was Deb who suggested we run a Holiday Bazaar and
she has managed that project from its inception, including making some
wonderful craft items for it. Deb’s garden has hosted many members of
the club, and she has generously shared her plants with us. She
organized our summer socials since they first began — which was again
her idea.

We are going to miss her in oh so many, many ways.
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Debbie’s memorial was beautiful and well
attended. MANY Club members were
present to see a wonderful collection of
photos of Debbie with her family, friends
and in a variety of garden club activities.
Sylvia spoke on behalf of the club as did a
neighbor and a granddaughter. The room
was filled with flowers, plants and people,
illustrating just how much she was loved and
how she touched so many lives. The picture
with the quote on page 1 is the front of the
package of sunflower seeds for visitors to

plant in her memory. 3




THE ART AND PRACTICE
OF BONSAI

presented by

Richard Owen

This month’s guest speaker will be Richard Owen.
Richard has been practicing the art of Bonsai since
he was 14 years old. The oldest plantin his
collection is 40 years old, which he started from a
cutting. He is a member of the Bonsai Society of
SWFL and has written detailed articles covering
various aspects of bonsai cultivation and art,
including styles, sizes, pot and soil selection, and
display design. His presentation will be a
wonderful precursor to the Wigert’s Bonsai Nursery
trip on October 18",
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WIGERT'S BONSAI

On Friday, October 17, t!e Garden Club will be going to
Wigert’s Bonsai Nursery in North Fort Myers. There will be a
guided tour and discussion on the care and cultivation of the
various bonsai trees on site. The Wigert’s event will start at

10:00 AM followed by lunch (self pay) at noon at Blossom and
Brie, specializing in Farm to Table cuisine.

We will be carpooling from Sam’s Club, 301 SW Pine Island
Road, park at Verizon end of Sam’s parking lot. Leave at 9:30.

There will be a sign-up sheet for the event at the October
meeting. Any other questions, please contact our Special
Events Chair, Sue Soucy.

The nursery is home
to a large bonsai
collection with more
than 150 trees in two
display areas.




The Holiday Bazaar is Just a Month Away!

If you would you like to share your talents or volunteer at the sale
please look at the signup sheet at the October meeting.

Garden Club of Cape Coral’s

)

at the
Cape Coral Museum of History
544 Cultural Park Blvd

Saturday,
November 15th
0:00 AM-3:00 PM

HOLIDAY GIFTS, CRAFTS & I

e Ornaments

e outdoor decor
e decorations
centerpieces
jewelry

: THAEFIET TABLE
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FLORAL DESIGN GROUP

The club’s Floral Design Group met at Kathy Woodlock's home on
Monday, September 15th. Kathy talked to us about the various
designs that are going to be on the schedule for our 2026 NGC
Standard Flower Show. Susan Lawson, who is a FFGC Student

Judge, is writing the schedule. Jeanine de Laat, Susan and Kathy have
had discussions about the types of classes to include.

This month, Kathy talked to us about the mechanics of making a line
design — the placement of the anchoring material that forms the line
and filling in with floral or other material to complete the design.
Three designs were completed — see pictures below.

Many thanks to Kathy for hosting the meeting. The next meeting will
be on Monday, October 27th at the home of Sylvia Swartz. Anyone
interested in learning about floral design is encouraged and very
welcome to attend. Tell Kathy Woodlock that you would like to join

her circulation list so that she can include you when she sends out
the call.




Cape Coral Breeze Articles

Not all of us are lucky enough to get the Cape Coral
Breeze delivered directly to our homes. But we are lucky
that we have some talented members who have articles
published in the Breeze on a regular basis. Each week
one of these talented writers shares their knowledge and
experience on interesting topics and issues related to
gardening. Topics cover a wide range of interests -
managing our trees during hurricanes, the vanilla orchid,
composting and groundcovers, to name a few. The
accomplished writers include: Sherie Bleiler, Cathy
Dunn, Janetta Fox, Carole Kerns and Sylvia Swartz.

Please check out their articles if you have not had a
chance to read them. The link below will take you to the
Breeze articles.

Fanpetels - A Magnet for Skippers
By SHERIE BLEILER

Plumeria — a tropical treat!
By CATHY DUNN

L atest articles


https://www.capecoralbreeze.com/search/Garden+Club+of+cape+Coral

The 2025/2026 dates for Cups of Cheer are:

Wednesday & Thursday, Oct 8" & 9" Fall Theme
Wednesday & Thursday, Dec 3% 4" Holiday Theme
Wednesday & Thursday, Feb 4" & 5™ Valentine’s Day Theme
Wednesday & Thursday, Apr 29" & 30", Spring Theme
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The Fun with Flowers series of workshops is designed to introduce
members of the public to flower arranging in a fun and relaxed
atmosphere. The workshops are held at the Fort Myers-Lee

County Garden Council headquarters, 2166 Virginia Ave., Fort
Myers.

The cost per session is $30 and any excess income over expenses
is used to help fund the Club's Cups of Cheer Garden Therapy
program. The sign up sheet is available on the Club's website and
is attached to this newsletter.
October 8, 2025
December 3, 2025
February 18, 2026
April 1, 2026 °)



Our Facebook page has been going through a bit of a change this past month.
Nancy Finnegan and Roberta Murphy have become the new administrators.
You may notice a stronger focus on upcoming events and meetings and
general announcements. Please contact either one if you want us to post
something for all to see or to remind us of an upcoming event to highlight. It
should also post directly on our Instagram account as well.

They have also realized, though many of you probably already knew, we have
another page for the Club. The Garden Club Plant Swap is a page dedicated
to connecting directly with members only (you must ask to join). This page is
for asking questions about an issue you may be having in your garden,
looking for advice, maybe asking if someone would be interested in helping
you with design or you have plants that need a new home. While splitting and
dividing plants for our March in the Park or other sales is a first priority, you
may just be looking to see if someone has that ONE plant you would like to try
from a little cutting.

website address: https://www.gardenclubofcapecoral.com/

Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/gcofcc

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/capecoralgarden/?hl=en

GardenClubPlantSwap link:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/gardenclubplant/
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meet our
newest members

Jan Bargmann

509 SE 2nd St.,,CC  630/849-8657
janb0202@gmail.com
Jan was an Illinois to Cape Coral transplant 15 years

~ ago. She has a love for gardening & flowers, enjoys
meeting new people, likes to share ideas and cultivate
friendships. Also Susan Noble is a good friend!

Joan Dunbar

joan.dunbar2@gmail.com

Joan has been actively showing AKC Golden

. Retrievers for 20 years. She will now be splitting her
time between TX and here, where she will enjoy time
A with her sister Susan Soucy! Joan enjoys gardening

: '4\ and looks forward to learning all about what to plant
at her new home in Cape Coral.

Susan Wolf

susanwolf@yahoo.com

Susan recently came to CC from Wayne, NJ,, to
be near her son Ryan. Sheis about to close on a
house after renting since December of 2024.
Susan loves gardening and has found gardening
here very different! Joining the club was just a
natural thing as some of her new friends are
already members.

please add their contact information to your 2025-2026 yearbook
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Upcoming Events

DATE CLUB EVENT TIME LOCATION
Fort Myers-Lee County
October 8th GCCC Fun with Flowers 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Garden Council
building
October 8" @ NW Library
GCCC C f Ch 1:00 PM :
8th & oth Hps OT LNeer 9" @ the Atrium
. Epiphany Episcopal
October 14th GCCC general meeting 5:45 PM - 8:00 PM
Church
Wigert’'s Bonsai
October 17th GCCC Wigert’'s Bonsai trip 10:00 AM 2930 South Road
North Ft. Myers 33917
October 18th GCCC Tropical Plant Sale Rotary Park
October 18th Edison Family Fun Festival Edison Estates
. Epiphany Episcopal
November 11th GCCC general meeting 5:45 PM - 8:00 PM
Church
November 15th GCCC Holiday Bazaar 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM CC Historical Museum
Fort Myers-Lee County
December 3rd GCCC Fun with Flowers 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Garden Council
building
December _ 3" @ NW Library
3rd & 4th GCCC Cups of Cheer 1:00 PM 4" @ the Atrium
December Punta
5th & 6th Gorda Holly Day Homes Tour | 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
: Epiphany Episcopal
December 9th GCCC general meeting 5:45 PM - 8:00 PM
Church
March 14th GCCC March in the Park 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM Rotary Park
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2025-2026
Officers
President
Sylvia Swartz
First VP/Program Chair
Gail Miller
Second VP/Membership
Peggy Cruz
Treasurer Pro Tem
Patty Lyon
Recording Secretary
Gayla Moore
Corresponding Secretary

Ways & Means
Nancy Finnegan
Claudia Arguelles-Miller
Past President
Donna Schmidt

General meetings are held
on the second Tuesday of
the month, September -

May, beginning at 5:45 PM,

at the
Epiphany Episcopal Church
2507 Del Prado Boulevard S.
Cape Coral

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc.,
Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc.,
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
(District IX) and Fort Myers-Lee County
Garden Council

website address: https://www.gardenclubofcapecoral.com/

Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/gcofcc
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/capecoralgarden/?hl=en

Fok ety

Roberta Murphy

630/624-8974

roberta.murphy1959@gmail.com

Please feel free to contact me with
items/pictures/events you would like
to see in the next newsletter. 13
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